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CITY OF DEWITT
PLANNING COMMISSION

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
DEWITT APPROVING REVISIONS TO THE FUTURE LAND USE SECTION
AND MAP 12 OF THE CITY OF DEWITT COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT

PLAN

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

" WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

pursuant to Public Act 285 of 1931, the City, Village and Municipal
Planning Act, as amended, the City of DeWitt Planning Commission
adopted, on November 17, 1994, a Comprehensive Development Plan
(master plan) identifying current and future land uses in the City of
DeWitt; and,

due to changes in land use and community development, the Planning
Commission adopted amendments to Section VI, Future Land Use, and
Map 12, of the Comprehensive Development Plan, on December 17, 1996;
and, S

due to further changes in land use and community development, the
Planning Commission determined in 2001 that it was necessary for the
Planning Commission to revise the amended Section VI, Future Land Use,
and Map 12, of the Comprehensive Development Plan; and,

at their regular meeting held on June 27, 2002, the Planning Commission
adopted a Resolution setting 7:00 PM, Thursday, August 15, 2002 in the
Council Chambers of City Hall as the time, date and place to receive
public comments on the proposed revisions to Section VI, Future Land
Use, and Map 12, of the Comprehensive Development Plan; and,

notice of the public hearing was posted in the July 21, 2002 and July 28,
2002 editions of the DeWitt-Bath Review; and,

notice of the public hearing was given by registered United States mail to
each public utility company owning or operating a public utility within the
City; and,

on August 15, 2002, a public hearing was held by the Planning
Commission to receive public comments on the proposed revisions to
Section VI, Future Land Use, and Map 12, of the Comprehensive
Development Plan.



NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Planning Commission hereby adopts a
revised Section VI, Future Land Use, and Map 12, of the Comprehensive
Development Plan as prepared by Langworthy Strader LeBlanc &
Associates and dated August, 2002.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the action taken shall be recorded on the Plan and
Map by the identifying signature of the Chairperson or the Secretary of the
Planning Commission. The Secretary of the Planning Commission is
hereby directed to coordinate the needed changes to the text and map of
the Comprehensive Development Plan to reflect the revisions and is
hereby directed to certify an attested copy of the revisions of the Plan to
the City Council and to the Clinton County Register of Deeds, if
necessary.

RESOLVED this 15th day of August, 2002.

Cof X

Erik Olson, Chairperson

-~

A Ayl

@ppler, Secretary

Upon a motion by Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Swanson, the
above and forgoing Resolution was duly resolved.

FOR: Angwin, Erickson, Lee, Lyman, Olson, Swanson, Thompson,
Wilson

AGAINST: Smith

ABSENT: None

. ABSTAINING: None
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GOAL FOR PLANNING:

"WE OUGHT TQ GET IT OUT OF OUR HEADS-

AND OUT OF THE HEADS OF OUR CRITICS-

THAT IDEALISM AND REALISM ARE OPPOSITES...
REATLISM IS AN OBJECTIVE APPRAISAL OF THE PRESENT,
IDEALISM IS AN OBJECTIVE PLAN FOR THE FUTURE."

Dennis O'Harrow

Executive Director

American Society of Planning Cfficials
1353-1967
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I. BACXGROUND AND PERSPECTIVE

Purpose of the Plan

DeWitt public officials are confronted with an ever increasing
number of urban growth problems. Such problem areas include a
decreasing amount of developable land, an increasing population
and associated demands for better vehicular and pedestrian
circulation, improved recreation facilities, and more public
services and additional infrastructure. These issues reflect
conflict between maintaining a high quality of community life and
increasing municipal revenues to pay the rising costs for
services and facilities. This report presents a progressive,
policy oriented approach to the Comprehensive Planning Process
and the future physical development of the City of DeWitt,

Michigan. -
The Planning Commission, Mayor, City Council, City Administrator
and City Department Heads require a set of policies that are
beyond the traditional, generalized, long range land use map
approach to implement comprehensive meaningful physical
development programs. This policy plan framework is designed to
assist in the decision-making process for planning future land
use and be responsive to the wide range of users who are part of
the municipal development and management process. Also, the
City's capital improvements, budgeting, and land use regulation
process requires these guidelines to assist in the creation of
appropriate ordinances, the programming of future public
improvements, and the establishment of appropriate operating

budgets for municipal services.

'

. The Comprehensive Development Plan Ddcﬁﬁgnt

The Comprehensive Development Plan is a document which sets forth
direction for land use decision-making and is adopted by the
Planning Commission and City Council. The cooperative efforts of
public and private sectors are required to formulate this plan
and establish priorities for improving the "quality of life for
everyone". The Development Plan commonly referred to as "Master
Plan" consists of written text, maps and other graphic aids to
describe present and future land use, housing, circulation,
community facilities, business and industry and urban design
features of the city. The plan provides a frame of reference and
blueprint for future public and private development and




investment. It must be constantly re-examined as conditions
change and is comprehensive in that consideration is given to
physical, social and economic conditions.

This plan utilizes goals-policies-objectives as a device to
direct growth, development, and change and is somewhat different
from the traditional Master Plan. There are few forecasts and a
minimum of statistics in the document. It is the intent of this
plan to avoid reacting to the traditional growth projection
approach but to guide development, preservation and accommodate
change. Plan recommendations and designs provide general
solutions for the future, they may not be complete or final
solutions, but are suggestions which can be improved or modified
to fit different situations. The Plan reflects the capability to
implement recommendations within a ten (10) year time frame, but
may remain valid until it's full potential has been accomplished.
The Plan must be reviewed and revised annually to account for
changes in policy and new programs for implementation.

Legal Basis for the Comprehensive Development Plan

The Municipal Planning Commission Act, Act 285 of Public Acts of
1931 (Michigan Law Reference No. 125.31), as amended, establishes
the responsibility for the local Planning Commission to prepare a
Master Plan for the physical development of the municipality.

04

Historical Notes

The City of DeWitt started as a Chippewa Indian village which was
located along the north bank of the Looking Glass just east of
the Prairie Creek/Drain. The first white settler was Captain
David Scott and his family from Ann Arbor in 1833. They sited
their log cabin in the block bounded by Main, Bridge, Scott and
Washington Streets. The old City of DeWitt took shape in 1839 as
it became the county seat for Clinton County. Platting occurred
in 1841 and by the 1850's over tock theisettlement south of the
river known as New Albany. DeWitt became prosperous as the
county seat and vigorously participated in the battle to become
the state capital of Michigan. A significant feature of the
DeWitt location was the Grand River Trail which served as the
main east/west indian route between the confluence of the Looking
Glass with the Grand River in Ionia County and the Cities of

. pontiac and Detroit. This route became known as the Pontiac-
Grand River Road and carried settlers, freight, travelers coaches
and cash boxes from the Ionia Land Office to Detroit. Today, the
Grand River Road in Shiawassee County and Round Lake Road in
Clinton County enters in the core area of DeWitt and continues

wast as Howe Road.
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In 1857, the County Seat was moved to St. Johns which was
attracting lawyers, surveyors, merchants, doctors and craftsman.
Many of these professional and skilled residents of DeWitt left
the city and moved to St. Johns. The building of the Oakland and
Ottawa Railrcad was one of the major events that drew investment
and development to St. Johns during this time period. The City
of DeWitt became stagnate with very little growth in population
or development.

Around 1900, the City of DeWitt had a surge of development and
prosperity as a result of the extension of the Lansing and
Suburban Electric (Interurban) Rail Line through DeWitt to St.
Johns and the concurrent moving of well-to-do farmers into the
town of DeWitt upon retiring from farming. Younger families
bagan to move to DeWitt and used the Interurban line to commute
to Lansing for employment. DeWitt became a "bedroom" community.

DeWitt incorporated as a village in 1929 and continued with its
steady residential growth and residents commuting to Lansing for
work. The 1930s brought a major fire which destroyed the
buildings on four cornmers of the Howe and DeWitt Road
intersection. Also, the Interurban Line stopped, which led to a
slow down in area growth and development.

In June 1965, DeWitt incorporated as a city and continues today

as prosperous community with a full range of public services and
good facilities. The City doesn't share the affluent notoriety

of the East Lansing, Okemos and Haslett communities, but growth

and development are taking place at a rapid pace and the City's

reputation is outstanding as having a rural/county character and
a fine place to raise a family.

Mission Statement

The :City of DeWitt is located within Clinton County which is in
the central portion of the.lower peninsula of Michigan and is
comprised of 16 townships,’3 charter townships (Bath, Dewitt, and
Watertown), the cities of St. Johns and:DeWitt, and the Villages
of Elsie, Maple Rapids, Fowler, Ovid, Westphalla and Eagle.

Residential building permits over the past decade' are averaging
230 units per year county-wide and 44 units per year within the
City of DeWitt. This significant residential trend reflects a
strong market desire to live within the typically rural and small
town environment that Clinton County offers. Since 1990, this
development trend within DeWitt has continued with approximately
167 residential building permits issued per year through 1393, a
41 unit per year average.

Toward that end, the City of DeWitt Planning Commission has been
preparing a set of goals, polices, and objectives to be
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